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Democrat Patrick Maher Shuts Down Gorman’s Political Games  
 

Republican incumbent Liz Gorman is already playing the tired old political games for which our 
failed Cook County Board is known. 
 
Patrick Maher, Democratic candidate for the Cook County Board, has filed a petition challenge 
against two candidates — John Maher, of Palos Heights, and Donna Sanders, of Orland Hills. 
 
Maher said the addition of John Maher, in particular, to the ballot is a clear attempt by Gorman 
to confuse Democratic Primary voters. 
 
“Putting someone with the same last name on the ballot to manipulate voters is one of the oldest 
and lamest tricks in the book. John Maher and Donna Sanders have a history of not voting in 
Democratic primaries, they are not active in local Democratic politics and they are not serious 
candidates. Most importantly, they did not meet the qualifications for appearing on the ballot,” 
he said. 
 
Both John Maher and Donna Sanders filed petitions rife with errors. 
 
“I’m not going to allow the Republican incumbent to hijack the Democratic Primary so she can 
pursue her selfish political agenda. She knows that I’m the strongest candidate in the field. My 
concern is that the primary voters and my campaign do not fall victim to politics as usual.” 
 
Maher said he personally filed the challenges because it was important for him to ensure that the 
Democratic Primary ballot includes only serious Democratic candidates. 
 
“We’re at a crucial turning point in terms of Cook County government. I put my own name on 
these challenges because I’m not going to hide, to have someone else go through the process for 
me. I’m not going to play games. My campaign is about fixing the way politics is done and 
changing the way politics is conducted on the Cook County Board,” he said. 
 
Gorman is already pulling out all the stops in her bid to interfere with the Democratic Primary 
and smear her strongest likely opponent in the General Election. Just last week, she sent out a 
misleading email indicating that the Orland Fire Protection District is raising your taxes. The 
fire protection district, of which Maher is President, has actually lowered its tax rate by 
over 20% and has returned more than $1.3 million in tax cuts to the voters.  
 
A hearing will be held today at the Cook County Board of Elections regarding both petition 
challenges. 
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